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 AP English Literature - 2 novels on list  
​
Please read at least (see note below) TWO of the six novels from the novel options tab. 

I.​ For AT LEAST ONE of the novels:  

 Type the book’s title, author, copyright date, and number of pages. SUBMIT ALL 
WORK SO THAT CHRISTY HAS EDITING ACCESS ON YOUR DOCUMENT. 

1.​ After the first 50 pages or so: 
a.​ make a character list (just the important ones) with a few notes about each 

character 
b.​ write a few notes about insiders and outsiders so far in the novel 
c.​ write a few notes about any meaningful events 
d.​ write a few notes about setting (where/when events are taking place) 
e.​ write down two examples of nice writing (can be a few sentences or just a​

phrase) that caught your attention while reading. Briefly explain why you​
chose each one. 

2.​ Then, after every 100-125 pages (i.e. two or three more times): repeat “a-d”​
with updates, and provide new examples for “e.” 

3.​ Finally - Describe the circumstances of each character at the end of the novel 
(75-200 words per character) 

 

If you do not wish to do the assignment above for both novels, you may choose among the 
following assignments for the remaining novel: 

For each choice listed below: write the book’s title, author, copyright date, and number of pages. 

OPTION 1 Complete A-D.  SUBMIT ALL WORK SO THAT CHRISTY HAS 
EDITING ACCESS ON YOUR DOCUMENT. 

A.​ Pick 2 memorable passages of no more than thirty words or three sentences from the 
book. Identify the page number, chapter, and copy word for word a short passage that you 
feel is worth remembering. Explain why you have selected this passage.​
 

B.​ Describe your first impression of one character who you find most interesting. Give at least 
three items of information that gave you this impression. Be sure to include some 

 



 

background information.​
 

C.​ Describe your first impression of one event that you find most interesting. Give at least three 
items of information that gave you this impression. Be sure to include some background 
information.​
 

D.​ Identify what causes a significant change in one character, and describe the results of that change. 
This change may be the consequence of a choice, a conflict of some kind that has to be 
resolved, the display of some outstanding trait like courage, or even the result of an action or 
event that occurs during the story 

OPTION 2 

One Pager (all text by hand; all images by drawn and/or a collage of images. NOT Canva) 

A.​ One-Pager is a creative response to your reading experience. It allows you to respond 
imaginatively while being clear and concise in making connections between words and 
images. This assignment is a way to visually represent key ideas from what you learn and 
creatively demonstrate your interpretation of the novel you choose. If you are not 
artistically-inclined, it is ok; give your best effort.  Grading will focus more on your ability to 
show what you have learned from the novel in an interesting way.  

a.​ The instructions in parentheses are suggestions); you are not required to follow 
them. You may choose to arrange the symbols, images, and words in an original way 
on the front of your one-pager, but you must include all of the following elements: 

i.​ Overall image or quotation representing the novel. (center circle- or any 
other shape) 

ii.​ Symbols: An image (upper left-hand part) with a quotation woven into or 
around it. This image should clearly represent what you consider to be one of 
the most important symbols in the novel.  

iii.​ Characters: Images  (upper right-hand part) that represent the key 
character(s) from the novel and how they change or struggle.   

iv.​ Style: Quotations (lower left-hand) from the novel that show the author’s 
style and the power of the language that she uses (consider syntax, diction, 
imagery, etc.).  

v.​ World Connection/Relevance: Images and/or words (bottom right-hand 
part) that show connections between the themes and ideas in the writing and 
something that is going on in the world today (consider why this novel is still 
relevant). 

vi.​  Quotes: Two or Three important quotations from the text  (border) 
b.​ On a separate page you must provide a brief explanation of each of the above 

elements. The explanations should individually describe each visual representation 



 

you’ve created on the front of your page in order to more clearly illuminate your 
interpretation. 

OPTION 3 

“Every text is a lazy machine asking the reader to do some of its work.” -Umberto Eco  

A.​ Read and annotate the novel. Use the guidelines below as suggestions for how to annotate 
this book. This will help you to organize your thoughts, connect with the text and ultimately 
to remember it. If you do not wish to write in your text, sticky notes work just as well!! Use 
different color stickies to denote different ideas or literary devices and write your 
information on the stickies – instead of the book. For grading purposes: you and I will have a brief 
conference together about your annotations and thoughts on the book in the fall upon our return to school.  

a.​ Mark passages that seem to jump out at you because they suggest an important idea 
or theme‐ or for any other reason (an arresting figure of speech or image an 
intriguing sentence pattern, a striking example of foreshadowing, a key moment in 
the plot, a bit of dialogue that reveals character, clues about the setting etc.).  

b.​ Mark phrases, sentences, or passages that puzzle, intrigue please or displease you. For 
each, ask a question or make a comment. 

c.​ At the ends of chapters or sections write a bulleted list of key plot events. This not 
only forces you to think about what happened, see the novel as whole, and identify 
patterns, but you create a convenient record of the whole plot.  

d.​ Circle words you want to learn or words that jump out at you for some reason. If you 
don’t want to stop reading, guess then look the word up and jot down the relevant 
meaning later. You need not write out a full dictionary definition; it is often helpful 
to put the relevant meaning in your own words.  

e.​ The Harvard College Library has posted an excellent guide to annotation, 
“Interrogating Texts: Six reading habits to Develop in your First Year at Harvard.”  

Helpful Hints Theme vs. Thematic Concepts 

A thematic concept is the generalized idea from which we can derive a theme. For many 
years you may have thought that these concepts were actually themes, but in reality they are 
not. We have all seen them. We search Sparknotes for important themes and are given items 
such as love or chaos vs. order. These are in fact thematic concepts and need to be referred 
as such.  

Themes are derived from thematic concepts. If one sees ideas of death or corruption, he or 
she may say the thematic concept is death or corruption. Now, we must go one step further 
to understand the actual theme. What is the piece saying about death? What is it saying about 
corruption?  

https://guides.library.harvard.edu/sixreadinghabits


 

Theme examples: 1. Death is inevitable. 2. It is human nature to fear death. A theme must: 1. 
Be a complete sentence 4. Never be a moral 2. Be universal 5. Never be a cliché 3. Be about 
life or human nature  

 

 

​
Note  – I LOVE ALL SIX OF THESE NOVELS. I encourage you to read them all IF YOU HAVE 
TIME. Plus, note well that during the school year we are going to focus more on classic works (e.g. 
Shakespeare, 19th/20th century novels) so this summer is an excellent opportunity to read these 
contemporary works of high literary merit. Read on! 

Don’t hesitate to let me know if purchasing these novels is a financial burden.​
Questions? christy.gill@apsva.us 
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