
Hello! Welcome to junior year English! 

This will be my 13 year at H-B Woodlawn, and, as many of you know, my first year teaching 

AP English Literature and Composition. I spent my first decade at HBW teaching English 8 

along with a mix of other courses in the English department including, English 9, English 

10, and AP English Language. I’ve also taught creative writing, journalism, sociology and a 

variety of English electives: Podcasts, Profiles, and Public Radio, Solve a Problem, Bad 

Feminism, and  Buffy the Vampire Slayer to name a few. Prior to H-B, I taught English at 

Hart Middle School in DCPS and at Gunston Middle School here in Arlington. 

Tenth grade English at HBW is largely focused on rhetorical analysis and nonfiction texts; 

in English 11 we will be focused on literature. We will spend a lot of time in this class 

reading a variety of texts - old, new, poetry, prose - and writing about these texts, 

informally and formally. My hope is that you will leave the class with enhanced critical 

thinking skills and an appreciation of the beauty and power of literature. 

This summer, you will read at least two novels and respond to them critically. Those 

assignments are outlined in our summer Canvas course. 

But enough about this class and me–many of you already know me or will get to know me 

in the fall. Right now I would like you to write a letter to me telling me about YOU, but 

like most things in life, there’s a twist. Please read these four poems: "Good Bones" by 

Maggie Smith, "The Summer Day" by Mary Oliver, "Instructions on Not Giving Up” by Ada 

Limon, and “Invictus” by William Ernest Henley. Better yet read each aloud to a friend. ​
 

Good Bones: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/89897/good-bones​
​
The Summer Day: https://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/133.html​
​
Instructions on Not Giving Up: https://poets.org/poem/instructions-not-giving​
​
Invictus: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51642/invictus (also check out this 

brief blog and audio recording)​
​
Read and think about all four of these poems. 

Then write your letter. Include your summer plans (work, play, sweet boredom, etc.) and at 

least two successes in your life so far. Finally include your thoughts on TWO of these 

poems. Read all four, but write about at least two.  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/89897/good-bones
https://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/133.html
https://poets.org/poem/instructions-not-giving
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/51642/invictus
https://lifebeyondnumbers.com/nelson-mandela-the-invictus-an-unconquered-soul-an-unbeaten-man/
https://lifebeyondnumbers.com/nelson-mandela-the-invictus-an-unconquered-soul-an-unbeaten-man/


Don’t worry about trying to impress the teacher, just write what comes to mind. 

Be specific, i.e. if you say you like the “imagery,” pull a quotation from the poem that 

supports your opinion. And negative “reviews” are fine (e.g. I don’t necessarily agree with 

the 50/50 ratio in Good Bones…) but try your best to find the positive too (e.g. I like the 

repetition of “a thousand delicious, ill-advised ways,” in lines 3-4…). 

If you like (and would like a written response), you are welcome to write your letter 

longhand and send it to me, Christy Gill, at H-B Woodlawn 1601 Wilson Boulevard 

Arlington, VA 22209. I will check my mail at H-B periodically this summer and write back 

to you (instead of commenting on Canvas).  

Christy 

Christy.gill@apsva.us 

PS The due date is a suggestion. After June 18, the due date will switch to July 10, then 

FINALLY August 28.  
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