AP US History with Deidre & Liz: Summer Assignment 2026

Read a book you will enjoy, chosen from the list below, before the first day of school. In the first week of class, you
will be asked to discuss and write about your reading. Starred books will also be useful as preparation for the AP
English Literature exam.

Atmosphere, by Taylor Jenkins Reid (2025)
A historical fiction and sapphic romance novel by Taylor Jenkins Reid, focusing on the early days of NASA’s space shuttle
program in the 1980s.

*Beloved, by Toni Morrison (1987)

A 1987 novel by Nobel prize-winner Toni Morrison. Set in the years following the American Civil War, it follows Sethe, a
formerly enslaved woman haunted by both the trauma of her past and the literal ghost of the infant daughter she killed to
save from a life of slavery.

Better Luck Next Time, by Julia Claiborne Johnson (2021)
A comedic historical fiction novel. The story takes place in 1938 at a "divorce ranch" in Reno, Nevada, which was then the
divorce capital of the world.

*Blood Meridian, by Cormac McCarthy (1985)

A 1985 epic historical and anti-Western novel by Cormac McCarthy. Often cited as one of the greatest works in American
literature, the brutally violent story follows a 14-year-old runaway known as "the Kid" who joins the real-life Glanton Gang, a
murderous cadre hired to scalp Native Americans along the 1850s Texas-Mexico border. Warning: this book includes
descriptions of extreme violence.

Daisy Jones and the Six, by Taylor Jenkins Reid (2019)
A bestselling historical fiction novel structured as a fictional oral history. It chronicles the rapid rise and sudden, infamous
breakup of a legendary 1970s rock band, heavily inspired by the real-life dynamics and recording of Fleetwood Mac.

*Demon Copperhead, by Barbara Kingsolver (2022)

A Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Barbara Kingsolver. A modern Appalachian retelling of Charles Dickens's classic David
Copperfield, it follows the harrowing, gritty, yet deeply resilient life of a boy born into poverty, foster care, and the opioid
crisis.

Four Winds, by Kristen Hannah (2021)
A bestselling historical fiction novel by Kristin Hannah. This is an emotional, sweeping epic that brings to life the Great
Depression and the devastating Dust Bowl era of the 1930s.

*Homegoing, by Yaa Gyasi (2016)

The award-winning debut historical fiction novel by Ghanaian-American author Yaa Gyasi. Spanning three centuries, it follows
the divergent lineages of two half-sisters separated in 18th-century Ghana—one who marries a British colonist and one who is
sold into slavery.

*Invisible Man, by Ralph Ellison (1952)

A foundational American novel exploring the struggles of Black identity, systemic racism, and individuality. The narrative
follows a nameless narrator who lives underground, chronicling his journey from the segregated South to Harlem in search of
social visibility.

*Kindred, by Octavia E. Butler (1979)

A seminal neo-slave narrative that blends speculative fiction with historical realism. It follows Dana, a modern Black woman
who is inexplicably pulled back in time from 1976 California to an antebellum Maryland plantation to save the life of a white
slaveholder.



*Lincoln in the Bardo, by George Saunders (2017)

This Booker Prize—winning debut novel is a bold, strange, and surprisingly moving take on grief, history, and the afterlife. Set in
a Washington cemetery over the course of a single night in 1862, the book centers on Abraham Lincoln’s real-life visit to the
crypt of his young son, Willie. The story is told through a chorus of ghostly voices—some heartbreaking, some hilarious—who
are stuck in limbo. Mixing historical fact with surreal fiction, Lincoln in the Bardo is inventive, tender, and unforgettable. It is
one of the most original novels of the 21st century and cemented Saunders as one of the most important voices in
contemporary American fiction.

Lonesome Dove, by Larry McMurtry (1985)
An epic, Pulitzer Prize-winning 1985 Western novel by Larry McMurtry, Lonesome Dove follows the dramatic, danger-filled
cattle drive of retired Texas Rangers Woodrow Call and Augustus McCrae from the Rio Grande to Montana.

Murder on the Red River, by Marcie Rendon (2017)

A critically acclaimed 1970s-era mystery novel that introduces Renee "Cash" Blackbear, a tough-as-nails, 19-year-old Ojibwe
woman living in the Fargo, North Dakota, area. Cash, who survives by driving trucks, hustling pool, and navigating her waking
visions, works alongside her lifelong guardian—a local, Scandinavian sheriff—to investigate the fatal stabbing of an
unidentified Native American man.

The Alienest, by Caleb Carr (1995)
A gritty, historically immersive crime thriller set in 1896 New York City. It follows a pioneering team of investigators utilizing
early psychology and modern forensics to hunt a sadistic serial killer, offering a dark look at Gilded Age society.

*The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, by Michael Chabon (2000)

Winner of the 2001 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, Michael Chabon’s The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay is an epic historical
novel set in 1930s and 1940s New York and Prague. It follows two Jewish cousins who achieve massive success creating a
heroic comic book superhero to fight the Nazis.

The Briar Club, by Kate Quinn (2024)

A 1950s historical mystery set in Washington, D.C., set amidst the Red Scare and McCarthyism. The story follows an eclectic
group of women living in a rundown boarding house who form a supper club, share secrets, and must eventually navigate the
fallout of a shocking murder.

The Frozen River, by Ariel Lawhorn (2023)
A historical fiction novel set in Hallowell, Maine, during the winter of 1789. It follows Martha Ballard, a real-life midwife and
healer, who investigates the murder of a local man who was previously accused of raping the parson's wife.

The Given Day, by Dennis Lehane (2008)

A sprawling historical epic set in 1918-1919 Boston, Massachusetts, and Tulsa, Oklahoma. It weaves together the lives of two
families—one Black and one white—amidst the 1918 Spanish Flu pandemic, the Great Molasses Flood, rampant labor strikes,
and rising racial and political tensions.

*The Grapes of Wrath, by John Steinbeck (1939)

A Pulitzer Prize-winning American realist novel. Set in the Dust Bowl during the Great Depression, this historical fiction classic
follows the Joad family as they leave Oklahoma in search of a better life in California. If you're interested in labor movements
and humanism, this book might inspire you.

*The Joy Luck Club, by Amy Tan (1989)

Amy Tan’s debut novel explores the complex, often fraught relationships between four Chinese immigrant mothers in San
Francisco and their American-born daughters. Structured like a game of mahjong, the interlocking vignettes reveal hidden
traumas, cultural clashes, and the resilience of family bonds.
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*The Known World, by Edward P. Jones (2003)

This Pulitzer Prize-winning historical novel is set in the antebellum South. It follows Henry Townsend, a formerly enslaved
Black man who becomes a plantation owner and a slaveholder himself in the fictional Manchester County, Virginia. The
narrative explores the moral complexities, human costs, and pervasive corruption of the institution of slavery.

*The Nickelboys, by Colson Whitehead (2019)

A Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by Colson Whitehead that follows two Black teenagers—the idealistic Elwood and the cynical
Turner—who are unjustly sent to the notoriously abusive Nickel Academy in 1960s Jim Crow Florida. The story explores
survival, institutional corruption, and the lingering traumas of systemic racism.

*The Plot Against America, by Philip Roth (2004)

A celebrated alternate history novel by Philip Roth. In a chilling reimagining of the 1940 election, isolationist aviator Charles
Lindbergh defeats Franklin D. Roosevelt. Lindbergh negotiates a cordial "understanding" with Adolf Hitler, sparking intense
fear for American Jews as domestic antisemitism rises.

*The Sellout, by Paul Beatty (2015)

A razor-sharp, Booker Prize-winning satirical novel by Paul Beatty. It follows a young Black man in a fictional, erased Los
Angeles neighborhood who attempts to save his community by reinstating slavery and segregation. The book aggressively
skewers modern race relations, the American justice system, and the myth of a "post-racial America".

*The Underground Railroad, by Colson Whitehead
An award-winning historical fiction and alternate-history novel. It reimagines the historical network as an actual subterranean
railroad with literal tracks, train cars, conductors, and stations.

The Year the Music Changed, by Diane Thomas (2005)

A heartwarming, coming-of-age epistolary novel published in 2005 and set in 1955. It tells the story of fourteen-year-old
Achsa, a precocious, socially isolated girl, who strikes up a profound pen-pal friendship with an unknown 20-year-old musician
named Elvis Presley.

*There, There, by Tommy Orange (2018)

A multi-perspective novel that explores the complex, often tragic lives of twelve interconnected urban Native Americans in
Oakland, California. The deeply personal storylines all converge at the Big Oakland Powwow, culminating in a dramatic and
chaotic climax.

*Trust, by Hernan Diaz (2022)

A Pulitzer Prize-winning novel that investigates the slippery nature of truth, wealth, and power in 1920s and 1930s America. It
challenges the reader to discover the actual facts by presenting four distinct, conflicting narratives about a legendary Wall
Street tycoon and his brilliant wife.

Whiskey When We’re Dry, by John Larison (2018)

A critically acclaimed, revisionist Western set in the American Midwest in 1885. It follows a 17-year-old girl who disguises
herself as a boy to track down her outlaw brother, exploring themes of gender, identity, and the brutal realities of the Old
West.

Yesteryear, by Caro Claire Burke (2026)

This very recent novel follows Natalie, a successful Christian “tradwife” influencer. Behind her perfectly curated pastoral life
on Yesteryear Ranch, she is deeply unhappy and privately despises her family. After her husband's affair and a public scandal,
Natalie inexplicably wakes up in the brutal reality of 1855. Satire and suspense.



