AP Psychology Summer Assignment 26-27

Congratulations on making it through another year # Welcome to AP Psychology!

I am super excited that you have decided to join this class and to challenge yourself in the
fascinating world of psychology.

ABOUT THE COURSE

Below is the somewhat dryly stated college board description of the course so that you know
what we will be working on throughout the year.

But be assured 1 am certain that you will find this course worthwhile and personally
relevant. I can’t wait to meet you all and spend the year together exploring the mind and
behavior as well as scientifically proven life improvement strategies.

From the college board:

AP Psychology introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and
mental processes.

While considering the studies that have shaped the field, students explore and apply
psychological theories, key concepts, and phenomena associated with major units of study,
including biological bases of behavior, cognition, development, learning, social psychology,
personality, and mental and physical health.

Throughout the course, students apply psychological concepts and employ psychological
research methods and data interpretation fo evaluate claims, consider evidence, and effectively

commurticate ideas.

ABOQUT PAUL

Next year will be my 24th year at HB. I’ve been sort of a Swiss Army knife teacher here. I was
hired by the HB founder Ray Anderson primarily as a Latin teacher but I have also taught AP
English Literature, AP English Language, English 12, Economics, Psychology, EL Economics,
EL Transitional English and various English electives: The Films of Miyazaki, The Psychology
of Dreams, Philosophy, The Psychology of Happiness, Intro to Rugby,...and a few more I can’t
recall right now.



Before I came to HB I taught and coached (volleyball and soccer) in Loudoun and Fairfax
Counties. I still remember my first visit to HB as an applicant. I was wearing a button down
shirt, nice traditional tie, and dress khakis as any good applicant should. It was lunchtime and,
compared to my traditional school experience, it was chaos. The teacher who recruited me to
come to HB greeted me amidst the madding crowd. None of the adults seemed bothered that kids
weren't in any assigned places. Moreover, it was so nice to see teachers and principals talking
WITH students rather than AT them. That day sealed the deal for me to join the HB community.

But enough about me. ..

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT (2 parts)

I.  Letter to Paul
Format: email paul.weiss{@apsva.us or snail mail
Due Date: August 21

Tell me about your summer plans (work, play, sweet boredom, etc.} if you write it in June or
about what you did this summer (work, play, sweet boredom, etc.) if you write it in August.
Also include at least two successes in your life so far that are not HB schoolwork related.

If you like, you are welcome to write your letter Jonghand and send it to me Paul Weiss at HB
Woodlawn 1601 Wilson Boulevard Arlington, VA 22209. I will check my mail at HB
periodically this summer.

II.  Podcasts
ormat: Wri i n attached handouts

Due Date: : Monday September 14 (I will collect at the beginning of class)

e
Pick any &5 episodes from the APA (American Psychological Association)} Speaking of
Psychology Podcast using the parameters below. For each episode answer the questions on each

worksheet (front and back)

Choose 1 episode from 2019
Choose 1 episode from 2020-2021
Choose 1 episode from 2022-2023
Choose 1 episode from 2024
Choose 1 episode from 2025-2026

oo



M‘) Q§ 2 Your Name

Episode Title

Episode Number Episode Date

1. Briefly describe the main topic or psychological issue discussed in this episode?

2. Name the guest expert (s), and give their qualifications in this topic area.

3. Give the most important claim, finding, or argument presented during the episode.

4, Give two examples of evidence or research study the speaker uses to support their ideas.

5. List and provide the definition of 3 new vocabulary, concepts, or psychological terms that
are introduced in the podcast.

A,



6. What surprised you most about the information presented in this episode? Why?

7. How does the topic relate to everyday life, current events, or issues facing society?

8. What challenges, controversies, or limitations related to the topic did the podcast discuss?

9. What is one practical takeaway or recommendation that you could apply to your own
life?

10. Find a work of art (song, painting, sculpture, architecture, etc.) that represents the
concept in the episode and give a 2-3 sentence explanation. Provide the title, name of
artist and year released.



Your Name

Episode Title

Episode Number Episode Date

11. Briefly describe the main topic or psychological issue discussed in this episode?

12. Name the guest expert (s), and give their qualifications in this topic area.

13, Give the most important claim, finding, or argument presented during the episode.

14. Give two examples of evidence or research study the speaker uses to support their ideas.

15. List and provide the definition of 3 new vocabulary, concepts, or psychological terms that
are introduced in the podcast.

A.



16. What surprised you most about the information presented in this episode? Why?

17. How does the topic relate to everyday life, current events, or issues facing society?

18. What challenges, controversies, or limitations related to the topic did the podcast discuss?

19. What is one practical takeaway or recommendation that you could apply to your own
life?

20. Find a work of art (song, painting, sculpture, architecture, etc.) that represents the
concept in the episode and give a 2-3 sentence explanation. Provide the title, name of
artist and year released



Your Name

Episode Title

Episode Number Episode Date

21. Briefly describe the main topic or psychological issue discussed in this episode?

22. Name the guest expert (s), and give their qualifications in this topic area.

23. Give the most important claim, finding, or argument presented during the episode.

24. Give two examples of evidence or research study the speaker uses to support their ideas.

25. List and provide the definition of 3 new vocabulary, concepts, or psychological terms that
are introduced in the podcast.

A.



26, What surprised you most about the information presented in this episode? Why?

27. How does the topic relate to everyday life, current events, or issues facing society?

28. What challenges, controversies, or limitations related to the topic did the podcast discuss?

29. What is one practical takeaway or recommendation that you could apply to your own
life?

30. Find a work of art (song, painting, sculpture, architecture, etc.) that represents the
concept in the episode and give a 2-3 sentence explanation. Provide the title, name of
artist and year released



Your Name

Episode Title

Episode Number Episode Date

31. Briefly describe the main topic or psychological issue discussed in this episode?

32. Name the guest expert (s), and give their qualifications in this topic area.

33. Give the most important claim, finding, or argument presented during the episode.

34. Give two examples of evidence or research study the speaker uses to support their ideas.

35. List and provide the definition of 3 new vocabulary, concepts, or psychological terms that
are introduced in the podcast.

A.



36. What surprised you most about the information presented in this episode? Why?

37. How does the topic relate to everyday life, current events, or issues facing society?

38. What challenges, controversies, or limitations related to the topic did the podcast discuss?

39. What is one practical takeaway or recommendation that you could apply to your own
life?

40, Find a work of art (song, painting, sculpture, architecture, etc.) that represents the
concept in the episode and give a 2-3 sentence explanation. Provide the title, name of
artist and year released



Your Name

Episode Title

Episode Number Episode Date

41. Briefly describe the main topic or psychological issue discussed in this episode?

42. Name the guest expert (s), and give their qualifications in this topic area.

43. Give the most important claim, finding, or argument presented during the episode.

44. Give two examples of evidence or research study the speaker uses to support their ideas.

45. List and provide the definition of 3 new vocabulary, concepts, or psychological terms that
are introduced in the podcast.

A.



46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

What surprised you most about the information presented in this episode? Why?

How does the topic relate to everyday life, current events, or issues facing society?

What challenges, controversies, or limitations related to the topic did the podcast discuss?

What is one practical takeaway or recommendation that you could apply to your own
life?

Find a work of art (song, painting, sculpture, architecture, etc.) that represents the
concept in the episode and give a 2-3 sentence explanation. Provide the title, name of
artist and year released



