
ENGLISH 11 2022-2023 TWO SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS

ASSIGNMENT #1 of 2

Due June 30, 2022 - yes, I know you are turning in your computers. You can do it without an
APS computer. This won’t take long, and I want to read it over the summer :)

- If you have access to google classroom, the code for the summer assignments is
qb3j2bm

- You can also e-mail it to me  paul.weiss@apsva.us

- You can also mail it to me, written or typed (postmarked by June 30)

Paul Weiss
HB Woodlawn
1601 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, VA 22209

- If you’d like a hard copy of this, come to my room (302), directly below Jennifer’s :)

Letter to Paul:

Salutations!!

Congratulations on finishing 10th grade!! Welcome to your junior year!!!!

For me, this will be my 20th year at HB. I’ve been sort of a Swiss Army knife teacher here. I was hired by
the great Ray Anderson and beatific Mary McBride primarily as a Latin teacher but I have also taught
English 12, Economics, Psychology, EL Economics, EL Transitional English and various English electives:
The Films of Miyazaki, The Psychology of Dreams, Philosophy, Psychology of Happiness, Intro to
Rugby,…and a few more I can’t recall right now. Before I came to HB I taught and coached (volleyball and
soccer) in Loudoun and Fairfax Counties. I still remember my first visit to HB as an applicant. I was
wearing a button down shirt, nice traditional tie, and dress khakis as any good applicant should. It was
lunchtime and, compared to my traditional school experience, it was chaos. The teacher who recruited me
to come to HB greeted me amidst the madding crowd. None of the adults seemed bothered that kids
weren't in any assigned places. Moreover, it was so nice to see teachers and principals talking WITH
students rather than AT them. That day sealed the deal for me to join the HB community.



I am excited about sharing next year with you! As I understand it, in 10th grade  you mostly focused on
English language and rhetoric; this year we will be focusing on literature. We will spend a lot of time in this
class reading a variety of texts - old, new, poetry, prose - and writing about these texts, informally and
formally. I will also sprinkle in some short creative writing assignments once in a while. My hope is that
you will leave the class with enhanced critical thinking skills and an appreciation of the beauty and power
of literature.

But enough about me, let's talk about you... what do YOU think of me? JOKING!!! Actually, I would like you
to write a letter to me telling me about YOU, but like most things in life, there’s a twist. Please read these
four poems: "Good Bones" by Maggie Smith, "The Summer Day" by Mary Oliver, "Instructions on Not Giving
Up” by Ada Limon, and “Invictus” by William Ernest Henley.

Good Bones: https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/89897/good-bones (Links to an external site.)

The Summer Day: https://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/133.html (Links to an external site.)

Instructions on Not Giving Up: https://poets.org/poem/instructions-not-giving (Links to an external site.)

Invictus: please search “lifebeyondnumbers invictus” to read the poem and learn why I love it.

Read and think about all four of these poems. Then write your letter. Include at least two successes in
your life so far, and include your thoughts on TWO of these poems. Don’t worry about trying to impress
me, just write what comes to mind. Be specific, i.e. if you say you like the “imagery,” pull a quotation from
the poem that supports your opinion. And negative “reviews” are fine (e.g. I don’t necessarily agree with
the 50/50 ratio in Good Bones…) but try your best to find the positive too (e.g. I like the repetition of “a
thousand delicious, ill-advised ways,” in lines 3-4…).

You can submit it here or share it with me (notify me if you do that), or e-mail it to me.

I can’t wait to start reading your letters!!

Ex Animo,

Paul
paul.weiss@apsva.us

Assignment #2 of 2

I. Due midnight Sunday September 11 on canvas

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/89897/good-bones
https://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/133.html
https://poets.org/poem/instructions-not-giving
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&to=paul.weiss%40apsva.us&authuser=0


A. English 11 (non-AP)

Please read ONE  of the six novels on the list below.

1. After the first 50 pages or so:

a) make a character list (just the important ones) with a few notes about each
character
b) write a few notes about insiders and outsiders so far in the novel
c) write a few notes about any meaningful events
d) write a few notes about setting (where/when events are taking place)
e) write down two examples of nice writing (can be a few sentences or just a
phrase) that caught your attention while reading. Briefly explain why you
chose each one.

2. Then, after every 100-125 pages (i.e. two or three more times): repeat “a-d”
with updates and provide new examples for “e.”

3. Finally, just write a paragraph on where the two or three main characters are at the end of the novel.

4. You will turn these in for a GRADE on Sunday night September 11 midnight.

B. AP English Literature

Please read at least (see note below)THREE of the six novels on the list below. For EACH NOVEl:

1. After the first 50 pages or so of each of the three you choose for the
assignment below:

a) make a character list (just the important ones) with a few notes about
each character
b) write a few notes about insiders and outsiders in the novel so far
c) write a few notes about any meaningful events
d) write a few notes about setting (where/when events are taking place)
e) write down two examples of nice writing (can be a few sentences or
just a phrase) that caught your attention while reading. Briefly explain
why you chose each one.

2. Then, after every 100-125 pages (i.e. two or three more times): repeat “a-
d” with updates and provide new examples for “e.”

3. Finally, just write a paragraph on where the two or three main characters are at the end of the novel.



4. You will turn these in for a GRADE on Sunday night September 11
midnight.

- Note on “at least” – I LOVE ALL SIX OF THESE NOVELS. I encourage you to read
them all IF YOU HAVE TIME. Plus, note well that during the school year we are going
to focus more on classic works (e.g. Shakespeare, 19th/20th century novels) so this
summer is an excellent opportunity to read these contemporary works of high literary
merit. Read on!

- Don’t hesitate to let me know if purchasing these novels is a financial burden.

- Questions? paul.weiss@apsva.us

- Try your best (but no worries if you can't!) to support local bookstores when purchasing:

onemorepagebooks.com

https://www.mahoganybooks.com/

https://www.politics-prose.com/

https://www.events.sankofa.com/

and if those places don't work, I consider Barnes and Noble local because it's an actual "brick and
mortar" store located in Arlington: https://www.barnesandnoble.com/

*****************************************************************************
NOVELS: AP - read 3.      Non-AP - read 1

Americanah, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie

Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the West.
Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where despite her academic success, she is
forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had
hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous,
undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria,
and reignite their passion—for each other and for their homeland. (from
https://www.chimamanda.com/

Native Speaker, Chang-Rae Lee



In Native Speaker, author Chang-rae Lee introduces readers to Henry Park. Park has spent his
entire life trying to become a true American—a native speaker. But even as the essence of his
adopted country continues to elude him, his Korean heritage seems to drift further and further
away.
Park's harsh Korean upbringing has taught him to hide his emotions, to remember everything he
learns, and most of all to feel an overwhelming sense of alienation. In other words, it has shaped
him as a natural spy.
But the very attributes that help him to excel in his profession put a strain on his marriage to his
American wife and stand in the way of his coming to terms with his young son&#39;s death. When he
is assigned to spy on a rising Korean-American politician, his very identity is tested, and he must
figure out who he is amid not only the conflicts within himself but also within the ethnic and
political tensions of the New York City streets.
Native Speaker is a story of cultural alienation. It is about fathers and sons, about the desire to
connect with the world rather than stand apart from it, about loyalty and betrayal, about the alien
in all of us and who we finally are. (https://www.politics-prose.com/book/9781573225311)

The Namesake, Jhumpa Lahiri

Jhumpa Lahiri is known publicly by her nickname because her kindergarten teacher deemed it
easier to pronounce than her proper name, Nilanjana Sudeshna. Born to Bengali émigré parents
and newly arrived in the United States from London, she had to grapple early with questions of
identity, and the impact of this is palpable in The Namesake. In this 2003 bestseller, two
generations of a Bengali-American family in Massachusetts struggle between new and old,
assimilation and cultural preservation, striving toward the future and longing for the past. This is
“a story of guilt and liberation; it speaks to the universal struggle to extricate ourselves from …
family and obligation and the curse of history” (Boston Globe).
(from https://www.arts.gov/national-initiatives/nea-big-read/)

The Beautiful Things that Heaven Bears, Dinaw Mengetsu

Set in Washington DC. Like the protagonist of this 2007 debut novel, MacArthur Foundation Fellow
Dinaw Mengestu
came to the United States from Ethiopia, fleeing with his family after the Communist Revolution
in 1974, which took the life of his uncle. Called “a great African novel, a great Washington novel
and a great American novel” (The New York Times Book Review), The Beautiful Things That
Heaven Bears alternates between the present and the past to tell the story of a lonely Ethiopian
shopkeeper in a D.C. neighborhood undergoing gentrification. “Almost every page reminds us
that ‘departure’ and ‘arrival’ are deceptively decisive words” (The New York Times). Mengestu
“belongs to that special group of American voices produced by global upheavals and
international, if sometimes forced, migrations,” writes the Los Angeles Times. His “assured
prose and haunting set pieces … are heartrending and indelible” (Publishers Weekly).(from
https://www.arts.gov/national-initiatives/nea-big-read/)



The Poet X, Elizabeth Acevedo

A young girl in Harlem discovers slam poetry as a way to understand her mother’s religion and her
own relationship to the world. Debut novel of renowned slam poet Elizabeth Acevedo.
Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body
grew into curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking.
But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours all her frustration and passion onto the
pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—especially after she catches
feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know about. With Mami’s
determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her
thoughts are best kept to herself.
So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she could ever
attend without her mami finding out, much less speak her words out loud. But still, she can’t stop
thinking about performing her poems.
Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent.
http://www.acevedowrites.com/about

The Yellow Birds, Kevin Powers

Partially set near Richmond, VA.
"The war tried to kill us in the spring." So begins this powerful account of friendship and loss. In
Al Tafar, Iraq, twenty-one-year old Private Bartle and eighteen-year-old Private Murphy cling to
life as their platoon launches a bloody battle for the city. Bound together since basic training
when Bartle makes a promise to bring Murphy safely home, the two have been dropped into a
war neither is prepared for.
In the endless days that follow, the two young soldiers do everything to protect each other from
the forces that press in on every side: the insurgents, physical fatigue, and the mental stress that
comes from constant danger. As reality begins to blur into a hazy nightmare, Murphy becomes
increasingly unmoored from the world around him and Bartle takes actions he could never have
imagined.
With profound emotional insight, especially into the effects of a hidden war on mothers and
families at home, The Yellow Birds is a groundbreaking novel that is destined to become a
classic. (from https://www.onemorepagebooks.com/)


