
 

Summer Assignment English 11 and AP Literature 2020-2021 

 

I. Sign up for google classroom now. First assignment due June 19. Next assignment 

due July 3. The class is called Lit English 2020-2021. The code is ahpbdgc. 

 

II. Due September 9  

 

A. English 11 (non-AP) 

 

Please read at least (see note below) one of the six novels on the list below. For one 

of the novels, think about the opposition between insiders and outsiders in the story, 

and what the novel suggests about society and human nature through the portrayal of 

outsider(s) in each novel.  

 

1. After the first 50 pages or so: 

 

a) make a character list (just the important ones) with a few notes about each 

character  

b) write a few notes about insiders and outsiders so far in the novel 

c) write a few notes about any meaningful events 

d) write a few notes about setting (where/when events are taking place) 

e) write down two examples nice writing (can be a few sentences or just a 

phrase) that caught your attention while reading. Briefly explain why you 

chose each one. 

 

2. Then, after every 100-125 pages (i.e. two or three more times): update the 

notes above “a-d” and provide new examples for “e.” 

 
3. You will turn these in for a GRADE on September 9 

 

 

B. AP English Literature:  

 

Please read at least (see note below) three of the six novels on the list below. For 

three of the novels, think about the opposition between insiders and outsiders in each 

story, and what each novel suggests about society and human nature through the 

portrayal of outsider(s) in each novel.  

 

1. After the first 50 pages or so of each of the three you choose for the 

assignment below: 

 

a) make a character list (just the important ones) with a few notes about 

each character  

b) write a few notes about insiders and outsiders in the novel so far 

c) write a few notes about any meaningful events 



d) write a few notes about setting (where/when events are taking place) 

e) write down two examples nice writing (can be a few sentences or just 

a phrase) that caught your attention while reading. Briefly explain why 

you chose each one. 

 

2. Then, after every 100-125 pages (i.e. two or three more times): update the 

notes above “a-d” and provide new examples for “e.” 

 

3. You will turn these in for a GRADE on September 9 

 

  

Note on “at least” – I LOVE ALL SIX OF THESE NOVELS. I encourage you read them all IF 

YOU HAVE TIME.  Plus, note well that during the school year we are going to focus more on 

classic works (e.g. Shakespeare, 19th century novels) so this summer is an excellent opportunity 

to read these contemporary works of high literary merit. Read on! 

 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Americanah, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the West. 

Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where despite her academic success, she is 

forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had 

hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, 

undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, 

and reignite their passion—for each other and for their homeland. (from 

https://www.chimamanda.com/ 

 

 

The Beautiful Things that Heaven Bears, Dinaw Mengetsu 

Like the protagonist of this 2007 debut novel, MacArthur Foundation Fellow Dinaw Mengestu 

came to the United States from Ethiopia, fleeing with his family after the Communist Revolution 

in 1974, which took the life of his uncle. Called “a great African novel, a great Washington novel 

and a great American novel” (The New York Times Book Review), The Beautiful Things That 

Heaven Bears alternates between the present and the past to tell the story of a lonely Ethiopian 

shopkeeper in a D.C. neighborhood undergoing gentrification. “Almost every page reminds us 

that ‘departure’ and ‘arrival’ are deceptively decisive words” (The New York Times). Mengestu 

“belongs to that special group of American voices produced by global upheavals and 

international, if sometimes forced, migrations,” writes the Los Angeles Times. His “assured 

prose and haunting set pieces … are heartrending and indelible” (Publishers Weekly).(from 

https://www.arts.gov/national-initiatives/nea-big-read/) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.chimamanda.com/
https://www.arts.gov/national-initiatives/nea-big-read/


The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, Junot Díaz 

Oscar is a sweet but disastrously overweight ghetto nerd who—from the New Jersey home he 

shares with his old world mother and rebellious sister—dreams of becoming the Dominican 

J.R.R. Tolkien and, most of all, finding love. But Oscar may never get what he wants. Blame the 

fukú—a curse that has haunted Oscar’s family for generations, following them on their epic 

journey from Santo Domingo to the USA. Encapsulating Dominican-American history, The Brief 

Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao opens our eyes to an astonishing vision of the contemporary 

American experience and explores the endless human capacity to persevere—and risk it all—in 

the name of love. (from http://www.junotdiaz.com/) 

 

 

 

The Namesake, Jhumpa Lahiri 

Jhumpa Lahiri is known publicly by her nickname because her kindergarten teacher deemed it 

easier to pronounce than her proper name, Nilanjana Sudeshna. Born to Bengali émigré parents 

and newly arrived in the United States from London, she had to grapple early with questions of 

identity, and the impact of this is palpable in The Namesake. In this 2003 bestseller, two 

generations of a Bengali-American family in Massachusetts struggle between new and old, 

assimilation and cultural preservation, striving toward the future and longing for the past. This is 

“a story of guilt and liberation; it speaks to the universal struggle to extricate ourselves from … 

family and obligation and the curse of history” (Boston Globe).  

(from https://www.arts.gov/national-initiatives/nea-big-read/) 

 

 

Native Speaker, Chang-Rae Lee 

In Native Speaker, author Chang-rae Lee introduces readers to Henry Park. Park has spent his 

entire life trying to become a true American—a native speaker. But even as the essence of his 

adopted country continues to elude him, his Korean heritage seems to drift further and further 

away. 

 

Park's harsh Korean upbringing has taught him to hide his emotions, to remember everything he 

learns, and most of all to feel an overwhelming sense of alienation. In other words, it has shaped 

him as a natural spy. 

 

But the very attributes that help him to excel in his profession put a strain on his marriage to his 

American wife and stand in the way of his coming to terms with his young son's death. When he 

is assigned to spy on a rising Korean-American politician, his very identity is tested, and he must 

figure out who he is amid not only the conflicts within himself but also within the ethnic and 

political tensions of the New York City streets. 

 

Native Speaker is a story of cultural alienation. It is about fathers and sons, about the desire to 

connect with the world rather than stand apart from it, about loyalty and betrayal, about the alien 

in all of us and who we finally are. (https://www.politics-prose.com/book/9781573225311 

 

 

 

http://www.junotdiaz.com/
https://www.arts.gov/national-initiatives/nea-big-read/
https://www.politics-prose.com/book/9781573225311


The Yellow Birds, Kevin Powers 

"The war tried to kill us in the spring." So begins this powerful account of friendship and loss. In 

Al Tafar, Iraq, twenty-one-year old Private Bartle and eighteen-year-old Private Murphy cling to 

life as their platoon launches a bloody battle for the city. Bound together since basic training 

when Bartle makes a promise to bring Murphy safely home, the two have been dropped into a 

war neither is prepared for. 

 

In the endless days that follow, the two young soldiers do everything to protect each other from 

the forces that press in on every side: the insurgents, physical fatigue, and the mental stress that 

comes from constant danger. As reality begins to blur into a hazy nightmare, Murphy becomes 

increasingly unmoored from the world around him and Bartle takes actions he could never have 

imagined.  

With profound emotional insight, especially into the effects of a hidden war on mothers and 

families at home, The Yellow Birds is a groundbreaking novel that is destined to become a 

classic. (from https://www.onemorepagebooks.com/) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.onemorepagebooks.com/

