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HB Woodlawn English 10/ A.P. English Language and Composition  
2020 Summer Reading and Thinking Activities 

Future English 10 students,  
 The summer is a great time to read and think. I’m planning on reading Alaska by 
James Michener, 1776 by David McCullough, White Fragility by Robin Diangelo,  Everything 
I Never Told You by Celeste Ng as well as a few other pieces of fiction for my book clubs. 
Reading is a great way to escape your house and transport yourself to other places. (thanks, 
corona 🙄 )  I encourage you to read as much as you can this summer.  I’m asking you to do 
some reading in books and some online. I’ve tried to choose books and activities that fit 
into a lot of different categories and might appeal to a range of interests, so I hope you find 
something on the activity list that you enjoy and can get excited about! 

Unlike other English classes you may have taken in the past, this class will primarily 
focus on reading nonfiction so most of what is on this list is nonfiction. The only rule is : 
do not re-read any books you have already read.  

 

Activity 1:  Introduce yourself! (required for all) 

Next year might be the year of the virtual school. Since we don’t know yet what will 
happen,  let’s get a headstart getting to know each other.  Go to our class FlipGrid and 
record an introduction for me. The link for the class page is 
https://flipgrid.com/hbwenglish10 and the code is hbwenglish10. Use your school email 
address to log in.  
 

Activity 2: Balancing Safety and Freedom (required for all) 
American essayist and social critic H. L. Mencken (1880–1956) wrote, “The average man 
does not want to be free. He simply wants to be safe.” Consider current events including 
coronavirus as a worldwide pandemic, concerns over cell phone surveillance, gun control 
debates, and the protests occurring worldwide after the death of George Floyd. Do you 
agree or disagree with Mencken? Why?  
 
Read as many of the articles below that you find interesting, talk with your family and get 
their opinions, and do some research on the response to Coronavirus (economic concerns, 
wearing of face masks in public, school closures, etc) and the response to death of George 
Floyd (the right to protest, the role of police in our society, the safety of all citizens, etc) and 
make your decision. There are also articles here about Gun Control and Cell Phone 
Surveillance (both of which are interesting on their own but also in light of COVID 19 and 
protest movements.) 

● Freedom vs Safety: What Matters More? 

● OPINION: GUN SAFETY IS ABOUT FREEDOM 
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● We Sacrifice Freedom for Safety, and We Need Not Do So 
● 20 Quotes On Liberty And Freedom In Honor Of Independence Day 
● Ben Franklin's Famous 'Liberty, Safety' Quote Lost Its Context In 21st Century 
● 'Red flag' gun-control proposal is a recipe for decreased safety and less freedom 
● Freedom and Privacy in the time of Coronavirus 
● Colleges are turning students’ phones into surveillance machines, tracking the 

locations of hundreds of thousands 
● We the People, in Order to Defeat the Coronavirus 
● Americans are giving up their freedoms to fight the coronavirus. We need to make 

sure the government gives them back 
● COVID-19, surveillance and the threat to your rights 
● Expanding Public Safety in the Era of Black Lives Matter 
● Violent Protests and Free Speech: Who’s to Blame for an Officer’s Injuries? 
● Black Lives Matter Protests Are Inspiring New Laws and Changing the Way People 

Think About Police 
 
After you have read and researched, record a video on our class FlipGrid with your position 
as you have developed it. You will write an essay on this topic in the fall pulling from any 
sources that helped you inform your opinion... so keep track of what you read. Here is a 
document to help you stay organized as you think.  
 

Activity 3: American Voices (encouraged for all) 
Choose books from this list to read. Read as many as you can. This reading challenge will 
continue into the school year. When you complete a book, go to our class Flipgrid and 
record your book review with your thoughts.  

 
Activity 4: Nonfiction for Everyone (required for AP students) 

The exam AP students will take next May focuses on language, i.e. author’s word choice, 
tone and rhetorical devices, and composition, how well you can write about the author’s 
language. So, our reading this summer will help get you used to reading nonfiction texts. 
Our year will start next fall with an analysis of these works and the language and methods 
these authors use to make their points. Since the AP exam draws from a mixture of politics, 
history, social sciences, current events and non-fiction prose with a smattering of literary 
fiction, any of the selections from the list will be good preparation.  
 
As you read your nonfiction selection, pay careful attention to how your author weaves 
various sources together to form a cohesive argument about the overall topic of the book. 
In English 10 next year, you will be assigned the task of collecting your own sources on 
your topic and creating a reading plan that will propel you deep into a chosen area of 
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research. This project, called the Primary/Secondary Source Project, will be a mini version 
of what each of the authors on this list have completed in order to write these books. Pay 
attention to what they say, how they say it, and what resources they use to support the 
arguments they make. You may even want to begin thinking about a question or topic you 
want to explore for your PSP and choose books that would help you advance your ideas in 
that area. 
 
Choose as many books from this list as you are interested in and then create a document 
with your responses. Extra credit offered for each extra book. You only need to do both 
parts for one book, but you can read as many as you want and complete part 1 for each.  
 
Part one: Write, in note form, the author (last name, first name); title; date you started 
reading; date you finished reading. Then answer why you chose to read this book and a 
general commentary on how you liked it in at least 4-6 sentences. Then copy at least two 
short quotations from the book that impressed you. Put quotation marks around the quotes 
and add the page number. Then write 4-6 sentences about what struck you about each 
quote. Why did you choose it? What is compelling or interesting about the quote? Then 
CHOOSE ONE QUOTE to share with the class in our Flipgrid. You will see directions there 
about replying to the thread with your book.  
 
Part two: Each of these books uses outside sources or narrative to weave together an 
argument, which is much like the task you will undertake in the PSP. In a short response of 
at least 250 words, comment on the way the author uses outside sources to support the 
premise of the book as a whole. Check out the works they cite in the book (footnotes? 
Works cited?) and include a note about how they cite outside sources as they make their 
arguments. If they do not use sources, how do they make their arguments? What can you 
say about how the text is organized? 

 
I’m really excited to meet you all in the fall! Have a great summer! 
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