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AP /English 11 Summer Reading Assignment 2019 
Future English 11 students,  
 The summer is a great time to read. I’m planning on reading Hawaii by James 
Michener, 1776 by David McCullough and The Sense of Style by Steven Pinker as well as a 
few other pieces of fiction for my book club. It’s great to read in the summer when there 
aren’t a lot of other deadlines. I encourage you to see this assignment as a chance to explore 
something of interest. I’ve tried to choose books that fit into a lot of different categories and 
might appeal to a range of interests, so I hope you find something on the list that you like! 

Unlike other English classes you may have taken in the past, this class will primarily 
focus on reading nonfiction. There is an attached list of books to choose from. Do not 
re-read any books you have already read. English 11 (non-AP) students should choose 
one book from the list and complete the assignment. A.P. English Language and 
Composition students should choose two (2) to read and complete the assignment(s). 

The exam AP students will take next May focuses on language, i.e. author’s word 
choice, tone and rhetorical devices, and composition, how well you can write about the 
author’s language. So, our reading this summer will help get you used to reading nonfiction 
texts. Our year will start next fall with an analysis of these works and the language and 
methods these authors use to make their points. Since the AP exam draws from a mixture 
of politics, history, social sciences, current events and non-fiction prose with a smattering 
of literary fiction, any of the selections from the list will be good preparation.  As you read 
your nonfiction selection, pay careful attention to how your author weaves various sources 
together to form a cohesive argument about the overall topic of the book. In English 11 next 
year, you will be assigned the task of collecting your own sources on your topic and 
creating a reading plan that will propel you deep into a chosen area of research. This 
project, called the Primary/Secondary Source Project, will be a mini version of what each of 
the authors on this list have completed in order to write these books. Pay attention to what 
they say, how they say it, and what resources they use to support the arguments they make. 
You may even want to begin thinking about a question or topic you want to explore for 
your PSP and choose books that would help you advance your ideas in that area.  

You will be expected to be able to talk about your books, complete assignments and 
add insight to our discussions in the first month of school, so read your books towards the 
end of the summer so that they are fresh in your mind.  I will be checking email this 
summer, so you should email me if you have any questions.  I am looking forward to great 
year with you in English 11 next year! 
      Have a great summer!  

 Jennifer Goen (Jennifer.Goen@apsva.us)  
P.S. I will also give extra credit to anyone who reads The Sense of Style: The Thinking Person's 
Guide to Writing in the 21st Century by Steven Pinker and comes to talk with me about it in the 
fall.  
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Assignment: For your book(s), complete the following two tasks: 
 
Part one: Write, in note form, the author (last name, first name); title; date you started 
reading; date you finished reading. Then answer why you chose to read this book and a 
general commentary on how you liked it in at least 4-6 sentences. Then copy at least two 
short quotations from the book that impressed you. Put quotation marks around the quotes 
and add the page number. Then write 4-6 sentences about what struck you about each 
quote. Why did you choose it? What is compelling or interesting about the quote? 
 
Part two: Each of these books uses outside sources or narrative to weave together an 
argument, which is much like the task you will undertake in the PSP. In a short response of 
at least 250 words, comment on the way the author uses outside sources to support the 
premise of the book as a whole. Check out the works they cite in the book (footnotes? 
Works cited?) and include a note about how they cite outside sources as they make their 
arguments. If they do not use sources, how do they make their arguments? What can you 
say about how the text is organized? 
 

 
Book Selections : 

Astrophysics for People in a Hurry by Neil deGrasse Tyson (2017) What is the nature of space 
and time? How do we fit within the universe? How does the universe fit within us? Today, few of 
us have time to contemplate the cosmos. So Tyson brings the universe down to Earth succinctly 
and clearly, with sparkling wit, in tasty chapters consumable anytime and anywhere in your busy 
day. While you wait for your morning coffee to brew, for the bus, the train, or a plane to arrive, 
Astrophysics for People in a Hurry will reveal just what you need to be fluent and ready for the next 
cosmic headlines: from the Big Bang to black holes, from quarks to quantum mechanics, and from 
the search for planets to the search for life in the universe. 
 
Bottle of Lies: The Inside Story of the Generic Drug Boom by Katherine Eban (2019) In this 
important book, award-winning journalist Katherine Eban reveals the truth about generic-drug 
manufacturing and the shocking ways in which it puts global health at risk. It's a sweeping 
decade-long investigation medicine and the world of pharmaceuticals that exposes a complicated 
web of fraud, falsified date, fooled inspectors, and big money. 

 
Brown White Black: An American Family at the Intersection of Race, Gender, Sexuality, and 
Religion by Nishta J. Mehra (2019) In her newest collection, Nishta J. Mehra offers up a stirring 
portrait of her family: her white wife, her black adopted son, and their experiences navigating 
modern America together. Touching on issues of race, gender, sexuality, parenthood, marriage, 
and love, it's a timely book of essays that challenges readers to examine their own understanding 
of identity and family. 
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David and Goliath by Malcolm Gladwell (2013) Gladwell challenges how we think about obstacles 
and disadvantages, offering a new interpretation of what it means to be discriminated against, or 
cope with a disability, or lose a parent, or attend a mediocre school, or suffer from any number of 
other apparent setbacks. Gladwell begins with the real story of what happened between the giant 
and the shepherd boy those many years ago. From there, Gladwell examines Northern Ireland's 
Troubles, the minds of cancer researchers and civil rights leaders, murder and the high costs of 
revenge, and the dynamics of successful and unsuccessful classrooms---all to demonstrate how 
much of what is beautiful and important in the world arises from what looks like suffering and 
adversity. 
 
Fire in the Ashes: Twenty-Five Years Among the Poorest Children in America by Jonathan Kozol 
(2012) For nearly fifty years, Kozol has pricked the conscience of his readers by laying bare the 
savage inequalities inflicted upon children for no reason but the accident of being born to poverty 
within a wealthy nation. Kozol tells the stories of young men and women who have come of age in 
one of the most destitute communities of the United States. Some of them never do recover from 
the battering they undergo in their early years, but many more battle back with fierce and often 
jubilant determination to overcome the formidable obstacles they face. 
 
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (2012) by Michelle 
Alexander (2012) Here’s an uncomfortable truth: The ripple effects of slavery and Jim Crow are 
still here due to a systemic mass incarceration problem, essentially enslaving millions of black 
men and women behind bars. Learn about this system of oppression in this difficult, but important 
book. 
  
No One Cares About Crazy People: The Chaos and Heartbreak of Mental Health in America by 
Ron Powers (2017) From the centuries of torture of "lunatiks" at Bedlam Asylum to the infamous 
eugenics era to the follies of the anti-psychiatry movement to the current landscape in which too 
many families struggle alone to manage afflicted love ones, Powers limns our fears and myths 
about mental illness and the fractured public policies that have resulted. Braided with that history 
is the moving story of Powers's beloved son Kevin--spirited, endearing, and gifted--who 
triumphed even while suffering from schizophrenia until finally he did not, and the story of his 
courageous surviving son Dean, who is also schizophrenic. A blend of history, biography, memoir, 
and current affairs ending with a consideration of where we might go from here, this is a 
thought-provoking look at a dreaded illness that has long been misunderstood. 
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The Sakura Obsession: The Incredible Story of the Plant Hunter Who Saved Japan's Cherry 
Blossoms by Naoko Abe (2019) In this thoroughly researched book, journalist Naoko Abe tells 
two stories: one about the 1,200 history of the Japanese cherry blossom, and the other about the 
English gardener who saved the iconic tree from extinction. 

 
Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval Noah Harari (2011) 
100,000 years ago, at least six human species inhabited the earth. Today there is just one. Us. 
Homo sapiens.  How did our species succeed in the battle for dominance? Why did our foraging 
ancestors come together to create cities and kingdoms? How did we come to believe in gods, 
nations and human rights; to trust money, books and laws; and to be enslaved by bureaucracy, 
timetables and consumerism? And what will our world be like in the millennia to come? Drawing 
on insights from biology, anthropology, paleontology and economics, Harari explores how the 
currents of history have shaped our human societies, the animals and plants around us, and even 
our personalities. Have we become happier as history has unfolded? Can we ever free our 
behaviour from the heritage of our ancestors? And what, if anything, can we do to influence the 
course of the centuries to come?  
 

Stealing the Show: How Women Are Revolutionizing Television by Joy Press (2018) Joy 
Press examines the feminist cultural revolution that has been happening on our small screens 
since the late '80s, when Roseanne Barr and Murphy Brown's Diane English openly questioned and 
redefined the role of women on their respective, controversial sitcoms. Since then, more and more 
women have made waves behind the scenes as writers, producers, and showrunners, ultimately 
changing how women are depicted on television and in the culture at large. 

That Used to be Us: How America Fell Behind in the World It Invented and How We Can Come 
Back  by Thomas Friedman (2011). The author analyzes the four challenges we 
face—globalization, the revolution in information technology, the nation's chronic deficits, and our 
pattern of excessive energy consumption—and spell out what we need to do now to sustain the 
American dream and preserve American power in the world. That Used to Be Us is both a 
searching exploration of the American condition today and a rousing manifesto for American 
renewal. 

Trust Me, I'm Lying: Confessions of a Media Manipulator by Ryan Holiday (2012) You've seen it 
all before. A malicious online rumor costs some company millions. A political sideshow derails the 
national news cycle and destroys a candidate. Some product or celebrity zooms from total 
obscurity to viral sensation. What you don’t know is that someone is responsible for all this. 
Usually, someone like Holiday. He’s a media manipulator. In a world where blogs control and 
distort the news, my job is to control blogs—as much as any one person can. In today’s culture 
blogs like Gawker, BuzzFeed, and the Huffington Post drive the media agenda; bloggers are slaves 
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to money, technology, and deadlines; and manipulators wield these levers to shape everything you 
read, see, and hear—online and off. 

A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Appalachian Trail by Bill Bryson (1999) 
The Appalachian Trail trail stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most 
breathtaking terrain in America–majestic mountains, silent forests, sparking lakes. If you’re going 
to take a hike, it’s probably the place to go. And Bill Bryson is surely the most entertaining guide 
you’ll find. He introduces us to the history and ecology of the trail and to some of the other hardy 
(or just foolhardy) folks he meets along the way–and a couple of bears. Already a classic, A Walk in 
the Woods will make you long for the great outdoors (or at least a comfortable chair to sit and read 
in). 

Whistling Vivaldi: How Stereotypes Affect Us and What We Can Do by Claude Steele (2010) 
Claude Steele shares the experiments and studies that show that exposing subjects to 
stereotypes—merely reminding a group of female math majors about to take a math test, for 
example, that women are considered naturally inferior to men at math—impairs their 
performance in the area affected by the stereotype. Steele’s conclusions shed new light on a host 
of American social phenomena, from the racial and gender gaps in standardized test scores to the 
belief in the superior athletic prowess of black men. Whistling Vivaldi offers insight into how we 
form our senses of identity and ultimately lays out a plan for mitigating the negative effects of 
“stereotype threat” and reshaping American identities. 
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