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Overview: AP Art, Photo, and Design 
courses 

 
AP Art and Design courses should address the following learning outcomes: the 
ability to (1) conduct a sustained investigation through practice, experimentation, 
and revision, guided by questions; (2) skillfully synthesize materials, processes, 
and ideas; and (3) articulate, in writing, information about one’s work. 
 
As in introductory college courses, students will need to work inside and outside 
the classroom and beyond scheduled periods. Homework, such as maintaining a 
sketchbook or a journal, should support the depth of learning expected of AP 
students. Constructive, formative critiques—essential in college classes—are 
equally important in AP Art and Design. By observing, discussing, and analyzing 
works of art and design, students learn to evaluate their own and others’ work 
based on relationships of materials, processes, and ideas.  
 
Students need time and resources to engage with art and design in the 
classroom, school, and in the local community as well as in museums and 
galleries (in person and virtually). 
 
The AP Art and Design course framework presents an inquiry-based approach to 
learning about and making art and design. Students are expected to conduct an 
in-depth, sustained investigation of materials, processes, and ideas. The 
framework focuses on concepts and skills emphasized within college art and 
design foundations courses with the same intent: to help students become 
inquisitive, thoughtful artists and designers able to articulate information about 
their work 
 
 



 
 
Selected Works Section 
 

 
 
Sustained Investigation Section 
This section of the AP Art and Design Portfolio Exams offers students the 
opportunity to make and present works of art and design based on an in-depth 
investigation of materials, processes, and ideas done over time. Sustained 
investigation is guided by questions. It involves practice, experimentation, and 
revision using materials, processes, and ideas. The Sustained Investigation 
section is expected to demonstrate skillful synthesis of materials, processes, and 
ideas. Works from the Sustained Investigation section may also be submitted in 
the Selected Works section, but they don’t have to be 
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BIG IDEAS, THEMES & CONCEPTS 
 
Featured in ART:21  https://art21.org/ 
 
 
Place 

Identity 

Spirituality 

Consumption 

Time 

Stories 

Loss and Desire 

Humor 

Power 

Memory 

Structures 

Play 

Romance 

Paradox 

Protest 

Ecology 

Compassion 

Fantasy 

Transformation 

Systems 

 
 
 



Identity (overdone) 

Consumerism 

Perceptions 

Balance 

Opposites/Contradictions 

Comfortable/Uncomfortable 

Compassion 

Growth 

Tension/Conflict 

Boundaries 

Transformation/Morphing 

Distress or Decay 

Layers 

Reflection 

Escape 

Society – The Good and the 

Bad (and the ugly!) 

Environmentalism 

Background/Culture 

Pet Peeves 

Inspiration/Motivation 

Technology – Plusses and 

Minuses 

Beauty 

The Future 

Ego 

Perfection/Imperfection 

Organic and/or Inorganic 

Chaos vs. Order 

Camouflage 

Family history/culture 

Commitment 

Genuine or Fake 

Volatility 

Perspective 

Subliminal messages 

Broken/cracked/distressed 

Direction – compass 

Context 

Loneliness/Isolation 
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AP STUDIO ART       
Faylinda Kodis 
HB WOODLAWN       
Best way to reach me:  Faylinda.kodis@apsva.us 
Please email me so that I have your email address to facilitate communication. 
 
   
  

_AP SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS_ 
  

Due the first day of school – 20% points deducted for late work 
 

  
#1.  Read: “Red” by John Logan, winner of six Tony Awards – 100 points 

“A moving and compelling account of one of the greatest artists of the twentieth 
century, Mark Rothko, whose struggle to accept his growing riches and praise became his 
ultimate undoing.” From amazon.com 

  
• Read this short play. 

• Take notes in your sketchbook.   Label your note page, “RESPONSE TO RED 

BY J. LOGAN.”   

• Copy two quotes that ring true to you, include page number. 

• Answer two of the questions listed below in your sketchbook. 

• We will have a discussion of this play during the first week of school. 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION, pick two and write answer in your sketchbook: 

1. What is the significance of the play’s first line? 

2. What is the purpose of art? What is a picture for? 

3. Do you think Rothko is deluding himself about the Seagram project? 

4. Do you think Ken is right in what he says about Rothko in his long speech in Scene 4? 

5. Andy Warhol is famous for painting a picture of a Campbell’s soup can. Why is that art? 

6. Why doesn’t Ken show Rothko his painting? 

7. What sort of a painter do you think Ken is: more like Rothko or more like the new Pop- 

Artists? 

8. Can you name some famous paintings and say what you like or dislike about them? 
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9. Why does Rothko finally object to hanging his paintings in The Four Seasons? 

 

#2.  Visit a museum and sketch– 100 points 

90+ minutes: bring your sketchbook, a camera, and a little money to the National 

Gallery of Art (or any other Fine Arts museum).  Photo students: take your camera to the 

outdoor sculpture gardens (NGA or HIrshhorn) and remember to photograph from different 

sides and POV. 

 

• Visit the gift shop first.  Purchase postcard reproductions of two favorite artworks;  

now find these artworks in the galleries.  

• In your sketchbook create a serious sketch of each of the artworks. 

• Use the gallery label to write notes on each artwork.  Include title, artist, date of 

completion, media.  

• Return with 2 postcards and glue all this into your sketchbook.  

 

This is a great summer activity and the serious artist will do this regularly.  Note: do turn-off your 

flash in a museum and check-out the National Gallery Sculpture Garden.  

 

#3.  Identify your Concentration – 100 points 

Step 1: Look at all your sketchbooks, review all your artworks. (EVERYTHING should be 

photographed properly) and make notes about: 

§ Color palette 

§ Artistic influences 

§ Themes (these are concepts, big ideas, not subject matter) 

   

Step 2:  Use the brainstorming handout to work out your ideas for a Concentration theme. Read 
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-make-a-mindmap-creative-ideas 

 

• Review your two brainstorming activities and circle any words that are 

especially visual and interesting, minimum total of four words. 



 8 

• In your sketchbook create a list of these words and begin looking up 

definitions and synonyms. 

Step 3:  Read TIPS FROM A STUDENT 
 https://www.studentartguide.com/featured/ap-studio-art-drawing-portfolio 
 

 

 

These activities will lead you to a Concentration theme that is intellectually engaging, 

visually interesting, and open-ended.  

 

#4. Painting, drawing, printmaking -  200 points 
Two (minimum) strong, completed artworks that will become the first images in your AP 
Concentration portfolio. PHOTOGRAPH these for your digital portfolio!  Do more if you are 
serious about creating a Scholastics Portfolio, due in mid-December 2019, 8 thematically-linked 
artworks. 
 
 
 #5.  Bring a binder on day 1 of school.  Dedicate this to Advanced Placement Art – you will be 
receiving important handouts that you need to keep track of.  50 points 
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AP STUDIO ART       
Faylinda Kodis 
HB WOODLAWN       
Best way to reach me:  Faylinda.kodis@apsva.us 
Please email me so that I have your email address to facilitate communication. 
 
   
  

_RUBRIC  
for  AP SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS_ 

  
Due the first day of school – 20% points deducted for late work 

 
  
#1.  Read: “Red” by John Logan, winner of six Tony Awards – 100 points 

• Notes in your sketchbook.   Label your note page, “RESPONSE TO RED BY J. 

LOGAN.”   

• Two quotes t, include page number. 

• Answer two of the questions in your sketchbook. 

• Be ready for discussion of this play during the first week of school. 

 

#2.  Visit a museum and sketch– 100 points 

• Two serious sketches of museum artworks. 

• Notes on the artwork, include title, artist, date of completion, media.  

• Return with 2 postcards and glue all this into your sketchbook.  

 

 

#3.  Identify your Concentration – 100 points 

Step 1: Notes in your sketchbook based on your artwork about: 

§ Color palette 

§ Artistic influences 

§ Themes  
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Step 2:  Complete the brainstorming handout in your sketchbook: 

• A minimum of two Concentration topics, do the exercise twice 

• Circle especially visual and interesting words, minimum total of four. 

• Create a list of these words and look up definitions and synonyms. 

Step 3: Read this article https://www.studentartguide.com/featured/ap-studio-art-
drawing-portfolio 

 

 

#4. Painting, drawing, printmaking -  200 points 
§ Two (minimum) strong, completed artworks for your AP Concentration portfolio.  
§ PHOTOGRAPH these for your digital portfolio. 

 
 
 #5.  Binder, dedicated this to Advanced Placement Art day 1 of school. 50 points 
 
 


